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 Title &  

Author 

Blurb Themes Interest 

Age 

Length 
More points  

= longer 

 Artemis Fowl 

 

by 

Colfer, Eoin 

Twelve-year-old Artemis Fowl is a brilliant criminal master-

mind. But even Artemis doesn't know what he's taken on 

when he kidnaps a fairy, Captain Holly Short of the LEPre-

con Unit. These aren't the fairies of bedtime stories. These 

fairies are armed and they're dangerous. Artemis thinks 

he's got them just where he wants them, but then they 

stop playing by the rules ...  

Fantasy, Adventure, 

Evil Fairies 

9-14 9 points 

 The  

Unforgotten 

Coat 

 

by 

Cottrell-Boyce, 

Frank 

 A story of friendship in the midst of adversity.  

Two refugee brothers from Mongolia are determined to fit 

in with their Liverpool schoolmates, but bring so much of 

Mongolia to Bootle that their new friend and guide, Julie, is 

hard-pressed to know truth from fantasy. Told with hu-

mour and warmth  readers will be transported from the 

streets of Liverpool to the steppe of Mongolia. 

Fitting in, refugees, 

Mongolia,  

School Stories 

10-12 2 points 

 The Weight of 

Water 

 

by 

Crossan, Sarah 

Armed with a suitcase and an old laundry bag filled with 

clothes, Kasienka and her mother head for England. Life is 

lonely for Kasienka. At home her mother's heart is breaking 

and at school friends are scarce. But when someone special 

swims into her life, Kasienka learns that there might be 

more than one way for her to stay afloat. 

It tackles the alienation experienced by many young immi-

grants. Moving and unsentimental. 

Bullying, Immigration, 

Friendships, Poland 

Coming of age story 

Novel in Verse 

11-16 2 points 



 Title Blurb Themes Interest 

Age 

Length 

Higher = 

longer 

 Fake 

by 

Fountain, Ele 

Teenager Jess starts at boarding school but lands 

in trouble when a fellow pupil discovers that she is 

an internet hacker and her family seem to have 

disappeared with no trace.  

Dystopian thriller. 

Hacking, Virtual Living, 

Algorithms 

10-13 6 points 

 The Graveyard 

Book 

 

by 

Gaiman, Neil 

A gripping and spooky story about a boy who is 

brought up by ghosts in the local graveyard after 

his family is killed by  a murderer. 

 

Ghost Stories, Crime 11-14 10 points 

 Kick 

 

by 

Johnson, Mitch 

Introduces global issues to fans of sport stories.  

Set in Jakarta in Indonesia, a boy dreams of being 

a professional football player and is caught up in 

the criminal underworld. 

Note: Some complex concepts 

Crime, Football, Indonesia, Poverty 10-14 9 points 

 Survivors: 

Extraordinary 

Tales from the 

Wild and 

Beyond 

 

By 

Long, David 

Combining classic true stories such as Ernest 

Shackleton's Antarctic voyage, as well as more 

modern exploits such as the adventurer who 

inspired the movie "127 Hours," these courageous 

survivors all have one thing in common: an  

incredible ability to draw on all their strength, 

bravery and self-belief in order to beat the odds, 

and live to tell their tales.  

Non-Fiction 

Anthology of true  

stories 

Explorers, Survival, Bravery in 

adversity 

11-15 23 short 

stories 



 Title Feedback 

(No. of reviews) 

Blurb Themes Interest 

Age 

Length 

Higher = 

longer 

 The Island at the 

End of Everything 

 

by 

Millwood-

Hargrave, Kiran 

Suitable 

(1) 

Provokes a wealth of emotions and keeps you engaged 

until the end. Short chapters. 

Amihan lives on Culion Island, where some of the 

inhabitants, including her mother, have leprosy. Ami loves 

her home and Culion is all she has ever known, but her 

world is about to be changed forever.  Banished across the 

sea, she’s desperate to return and finds a strange and 

fragile hope in a colony of butterflies. Can they lead her 

home before it’s too late? 

Historical fiction 

Friendship, Family, Islands, 

Diseases 

11-14 8 points 

 The Day I Was 

Erased 

 

by 

Thompson, Lisa 

Completely 

suitable/ 

engaging 

(1) 

Eleven-year-old Maxwell is always in trouble. He’s a 

menace to the neighbours and teachers at school.  But, 

when he suddenly finds himself erased from his life: it's as 

if he's never existed. 

     Able to walk around anonymously might be great at 

first - finally, no-one is yelling at him! - but he soon realises 

that he misses his old life. Is there a way to reverse the 

erasure and save the day? 

Mystery, Comedy, Fantasy 9-13 9 points 


